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 	 INSIDE: YOUR 

PRAYERS AND 
GIFTS AT WORK
	Orphans celebrate: 
“Hooray! The Christians 
came!”

	A young boy hears the 
Gospel of Christ and 
breaks down weeping. 

	Orphans Reborn 
continues to reach 
orphans in many ways . . . 

Your support leads to 
orphans in bleak 

institutions 
CRYING OUT

FOR JOY! 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name  
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit . . . (MATTHEW 28:19)

Good News Report
S L A V I C  G O S P E L  A S S O C I A T I O N

S H A R I N G  T H E  G O S PE L   EQ U I PPI N G  T H E  C H U R C H   H E L PI N G  T H E  FO R G OT T E N
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Natalia with boys from the orphanage.

Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will 
reap if we do not grow weary (Galatians 6:9).

For the members of SGA-sponsored Orphans 
Reborn teams across Russia and her neighboring 

countries, ministry to broken, forgotten children is a 
devoted calling. Sometimes it is hard to discern the 
impact in each young heart, but as team member 
Natalia Zhukova wrote to tell us, the children’s joy 
speaks volumes:

Each time we visit, I am concerned about 
what the reaction of the children will be to 
our lessons. But when they run to me with 
shouts, “Hooray! The Christians came!” it 
gives us all such joy in our hearts! 

	
Vadim Barsukov added the story of a young man 
named Alexei, with whom they had been working 
for years. Alexei had been a part of the Orphans 
Reborn lessons at the orphanage as a young child, but 
graduated six years ago:

This past September, we were surprised 
when Alexei came into the room. We hadn’t 
seen him for a long time. After he greeted 
us, he asked if we had restarted our regular 
meetings! He said he wanted to begin 
attending again, and his search for God is 
still ongoing . . . . Then later, he came to our 
first meeting bringing his younger brother 
Victor along, who now attends our meetings 
and Sunday worship services. Alexei is a 
joyful, clever, and hopeful young man, and 
we pray that one day he will invest all his 
efforts in seeking the Lord. Right now, about 
20 young people are attending our meetings. 
Please pray with us that the Lord will draw 
each one to Himself!

	 Orphans Reborn teams in the Krasnoyarsk 
region visit several ministry venues that include 
social centers for children from dysfunctional 
homes as well as orphanages. The ages of the 

Orphans Cry Out: “Hooray, 
the Christians Came!”
SGA supporters give hurting children Christ’s hope 
through Orphans Reborn.
SPECIAL REPORT FROM: Krasnoyarsk, Russia

children range from elementary age to teenagers, 
and even young adults. It is much the same in every 
former Soviet country where the ministry takes 
place, and the needs of the children are the same—
young, broken lives who desperately need to know 
that they have a Savior who loves them. Thank you 
for all that you do to help reach them with the love 
of Christ and the life-changing Gospel! 

(Above and Right) Widows and their children are helped with 
food packages and medicine.

Krasnoyarsk, Russia

Below: Victor, Vadim, and Alexei; Above and Right: Children 
across the Krasnoyarsk Region of Russia participate in 
SGA-sponsored Orphans Reborn programs.



We have the opportunity to spend more time 
with orphan children at our home near 

Grodno, taking them to be with us during their 
vacation time and on weekends.
	 Their eagerness is palpable—they run out of 
the orphanage wanting to get to our home as soon as 
possible and we sometimes have to slow them down! 
Experiencing a loving, home atmosphere where 

Christ is exalted has a positive impact on the 
children. At the orphanage, they tend to react to 
each other in anger, but here at our home we see an 
absolute change.
	 While they are with us, we try to involve them 
as much as we can in the routine of life, taking 
them with us shopping, going to gas up the car, or 
going along as we do walking tours and engage in 
ministry. We remember to teach them the Bible and 
take them to our church, youth meetings, Sunday 
school, and try to live out spiritual truths before 
them.

	 Last month, we took care of some of the 
children in a special camp for those who have 
physical challenges and mobility issues. They are 
taken to this camp for lengthy periods of time, and 
while they are there they study and receive medical 
care. We have known a young boy named Serafim 
and have ministered to him for a long time. The 
move to the camp was very difficult for him, and his 
brothers do not visit him. We take him food and 
spend time with him. We also took part in a national 
conference for medical workers in Belarus. Some of 
our orphan graduates are now students at medical 

schools and came to faith in Christ through our 
ministry. They are good examples for other orphan 
children as they get a good education and desire to 
serve others.
	 One of our main priorities is to stay in touch 
with orphan graduates, to not only see how their 
lives develop, but also to give them godly counsel. 
They tell us of their mistakes, and we try to help 
them. We continue to look ahead in ministry with 
thankful hearts and ask you to join in our prayers. 
We are thankful for all of you who are involved in 
our outreach to these children! 

____________________________
“Experiencing a loving, home atmosphere 

where Christ is exalted has a positive impact 
on the children.”

____________________________

Experiencing a Christian Home
Your Support Helps Orphan Children See Christ’s 
Love in Action
Pavel B 
Orphans Reborn in Belarus
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Back in 
November, a 

quarantine that 
had been in effect 
for the local 
orphanage was 
lifted and we 
were able to 
resume our 
lessons. After our 
first lesson, I had 
the chance to get 
acquainted with a 
13-year-old boy 
named Afanasiy 

whose parents died. While he has a half-sister, the 
authorities will not allow her to take him because 
her apartment is too small. Afanasiy listened 
carefully as we talked about God, who loves and 
helps the suffering. During our conversation, he 
spoke up and said that he wanted to know how God 

could help him. Afanasiy wept as we told him about 
the love of Jesus. Then I prayed for him, especially 
that he would turn to the Lord and be saved.
	 We also talked to two sisters named Arina and 
Vika. They had prayed with me at our last meeting 
before the quarantine a month earlier. They told me 
that they had kept on reading the Bible and praying. 
Vika and Arina both completed all the tasks assigned 

at the last lesson. Their parents live in another 
village, and their mother was supposed to take them 
back home at the end of the month. We hope that we 
will be able to visit them and keep our contact up.
	 The theme of our lesson focused on how “sin 
leads to trouble.” We conducted a Bible lesson 
about sin and its consequences. We illustrated the 
lessons in three 
ways, then did crafts 
and talked to the 
children. We give 
thanks for all of you 
who collaborate 
with us in this 
ministry. Please pray 
for the children, that 
the Word of God 
will work in their 
hearts! 

____________________________
“Afanasiy wept as we told him about the   

love of Jesus.”
____________________________

Comfort for Broken-Hearted 
Children in Russia’s Far East
In one of the earth’s most frozen regions, you help 
bring Christ’s warmth.
Elena Rusinova 
Amur Region, Russia

____________________________
“Some of our orphan graduates are now 

students at medical schools and came to faith 
in Christ through our ministry.”

____________________________

Pavel and Serafim at the camp.

Pavel and children from the orphanage.

Elena and Afanasiy

Elena with sisters Arina 
and Vika.



God’s Word tells us . . . Behold, children are a gift of the Lord (Psalm 127:3). In Matthew 19, 
Jesus Himself made it crystal clear about how important it was for children to be able to come to 
Him . . . for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. 

That’s why the evangelical 
churches SGA serves across Russia and 
her neighboring countries place such a 
high priority on children’s ministries 
including orphan ministry, summer 
camps, and Sunday schools. Your gifts 
are helping to reach boys and girls with 
the life-changing Gospel, and they help 
accomplish so much more—
Compassion Ministry, supporting 
missionary pastors, providing sound 
Bible training, Bibles and sound 
Christian books, and other materials. 
And most important of all are your 
ongoing, faithful prayers. Thank you 
for all that you do! Please pray about 
how you can help today. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP ORPHANS, CHILDREN, 
FAMILIES, AND OTHER HURTING SOULS
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	 In a landmark ruling that could have impact 
on evangelical churches, Russia’s Constitutional 
Court decided that worship services for a group of 
Seventh Day Adventists can take place in private 
homes. A woman named Olga Glamozdinova from 
the Rostov region went to court last October to 
challenge a fine levied against her for allowing her 
home to be used by the church for services. In her 
court filing, Ms. Glamozdinova said the authorities 
had “violated her right to freedom of conscience 

and religious confession,” as well as her right to 
freely own and dispose of her property. 

	 It remains to be seen what impact this court 
ruling will have long-term. The decision that 
residential buildings can be used for worship 
services may set a precedent for Christians in 
Russia, where evangelical churches have had a 
difficult time getting official permission to build 
new churches. Please remember this matter in 
prayer in the days ahead. 

CIS  IN  THE NEWS

GOOD NEWS: Russians Win Right-to-Worship Case

Biblical estate planning is a way to serve the Lord as 
a steward of what He has given you. It isn’t a 

mystery, but rather a joyous prospect of increasing 
one’s eternal impact for the kingdom.

Step One- Setting Priorities 
I have met couples and individuals that 

undertook their estate plan at the prompting of a 
biblically-based 
financial study. 
While they were 
diligent and well-
intentioned, they 
later made a 
startling 
realization—they 
never had stopped 
to pray about 
their decisions 
and seek godly 
counsel. They 
were simply in the 
“process”—it was 

mechanical only. This is a spiritual exercise first, not 
mechanical. Our Five Biblical Principles of Estate 
Planning brochure outlines the principles that we 
lean on to direct us in this decision making process. 
The first principle is foundational to all decisions; 
two are “directional signals” that guide our 
distribution decisions; the next one helps protect 
relationships and the last reminds us of our duty as 
stewards. These principles, along with earnest prayer, 
are critical to establishing a plan that will help you 
hear “well done, good and faithful servant.”

Step Two- Understand the Rules, Tools, and 
Vehicles Available

While estate planning decisions are chock full 
of dangers and pitfalls, there are fantastic 
opportunities to plan. Our goal is not that you know 

them all, but a basic understanding of these rules, 
tools and vehicles is very helpful in laying down your 
best, God-given plan. We will spend the time with 
you so that you are familiar with the rules, tools, and 
vehicles and are comfortable with your options for 
planning.

Step Three- Gathering the Necessary Data
The most sophisticated estate plan orchestrated 

by the most intellectual and clever planner will fail if 
the information is not complete, or it is incorrect. 
We have an “inventory form” that will help you 
consider your “People”, your “Property”, your “Plans” 
and your “Planners.” Without this critical 
information, you cannot make your best plan. We 
will help ensure that this step is thorough and 
accurate.

Step Four- Seek Competent Counsel
We would like to be a part of your planning 

team, but we are not seeking to replace anyone. As 
we mentioned above, part of your inventory is your 
professional planners; we want to help them as they 
help you. We will never sell you anything, and no 
money will change hands. And we don’t want to 
manage your money. If you do not have these 
professionals in place to help you, we will help you 
seek and find competent counsel.

You can contact SGA for assistance at 
plannedgiving@sga.org or by calling 1-800-242-5350 
(1-800-BIBLE-50). 

Sensible Stewardship
The Four Steps to Biblical Estate Planning
Garland Gould, Director of Donor Engagement



February 2020

Good News Report is published  
to report religious news about Russia, 
the rest of the CIS and the ministries of: 

Slavic Gospel Association 
6151 Commonwealth Drive 
Loves Park, IL  61111 
www.sga.org 
E-mail: goodnews@sga.org 
Phone: 815-282-8900 
Fax: 815-282-8901

To start, cancel, or change the mailing 
address on your subscription to Good 
News Report, please send your name, 
your old address, and your new address 
to the address listed above. Please allow 
six to eight weeks for the fulfillment of 
your request.

International Offices

Noble Park, Australia 
Cambridge, Canada 
Eastbourne, England 
North Shore, New Zealand

U.S. Board of Directors

Dr. Rick Goertzen, Chairman  
Kelly Abbott, Vice Chairman 
Michael Johnson, President 
John Wauterlek, Treasurer 
Dr. Rick Gregory, Secretary 
Warner Tillman
Harry Leopold
Dr. Bill Atkinson
Brian Kult 
Rev. Bill Ball 
Scott Rich 
Dr. Robert W. Provost, President Emeritus

SGA is a charter member of  
the Evangelical Council for  
Financial Accountability.

What Will God do With These Children? 
The Possibilities are Truly Inspiring. 

	 Now and then, we have the opportunity to 
read wonderful articles that tell the story of how one 
thing led to another, that led to another, and so on. 
What seemed to have been a chance meeting or 
situation led in time to the realization that God’s 
“chain of grace” was in action. And that chain can 
be traced backwards event to event, and God’s hand 
in it all is only realized through hindsight. 

	 In that light, I can’t help but wonder about 
what God will do in and through the lives of the 
young children you are helping to impact through the SGA-sponsored 
Orphans Reborn ministry. Day after day, the church teams go out to the 
orphanages and children’s homes across the former Soviet Union to hold 
their Bible lessons and programs.

	 They spend precious, life-changing time with these troubled, 
heartbroken, forgotten children, telling them of the Savior’s love for them 
and demonstrating it in action. Then God causes the seeds of the Gospel 
planted in their hearts to take root and grow, bringing young boys and 
girls to Himself in saving faith. Then as they reach adulthood, they in 
turn often join the Orphans Reborn teams to reach other orphan children 
as they were reached.

	 Who knows what God will do through them in years to come? 
How will they be used to change their village, town, or city for the glory 
of Christ? Will they become a Christian doctor, quietly and discreetly 
sharing the Gospel with their patients? Will they be Christian witnesses 
within industry, having an impact? Will some of them eventually enter 
local, regional, or even national governments to have an impact for the 
Gospel in that realm? Only the Lord knows for certain. All we are called 
to do is be faithful, and to help His people take the Gospel to them in 
every opportunity the Lord opens up. 

	 Please keep praying for the Orphans Reborn ministry, the teams, 
and the churches organizing the outreaches. Pray for the children being 
reached so faithfully. And please know how thankful we are for you, and 
all that you do to help make it all happen!

				    For our Savior,

			 

				    Michael Johnson 
					     President

FROM MICHAELInsight


